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Stop Violence Against Persons with
Disabilities! An International Resource
provides an international perspective on
violence against children and adults with
disabilities and promising approaches to
risk reduction, intervention, and access to
justice when violence does occur. A
unique focus of this book is on children
and adults who have little or no functional
speech as a result of a variety of
disabilities. Their voices have been silent
too long. As a result of the physical,
intellectual,
and
communication
disabilities, these children and adults are
especially
vulnerable
to
violence.
Additionally, they are often denied access
to the criminal justice system.
Throughout the globe, awareness of the
scope of the problem is slowly emerging.
However, unlike child abuse and elder
abuse, the problem of violence against
people with disabilities remains largely
invisible. The causes of this devastating
epidemic are many. Successful approaches
to risk reduction are emerging within some
countries,
but
are
not
widely
communicated among and between
nations. This book will to bring together
voices from different nations and varied
perspectives so that we can begin to reduce
the risk of people with disabilities
becoming victims of violence. This grim
picture can and will change given the
ratification the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD). At the time of the writing of this
book, 137 countries had ratified this
international treaty. Among the 55 articles
of the CRPD, two articles apply directly to
the topic of violence against people with
disabilities and their access to the criminal
justice system. Each chapter presents the
scope of the problem from the countrys
experience and will also provide promising
practices that have been successful in their
country to improve personal safety,
communicating and telling, providing
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victim services, appearing in court as a
witness or expert, successfully trying cases
in court, and others.
Although the
manuscript is written in English, each
abstract has been translated into the
respective home language of the country
and in Easy English Countries represented
in the book are the United States and
Canada, the United Kingdom, South
Africa, Australia, Israel, and India.
The
appendix includes a variety of resources.
Included are bios of the authors and contact
information,
The
United
Nations
Conventions on the Rights of People with
Disabilities in Easy English, sample
Communication Boards in English,
Afrikaans, Sepedi, isiZula, French, Hebrew
and Hindi.
We are honored that
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has
written the Forward to the book.
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