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When the First Amendment, which
embodies free speech, was written, it was
primarily used as a tool to secure
ratification of the Constitution. Today,
more than 200 years later, it has come to
symbolize the freedom of the United
States. As we enter the 21st century, it
seems that freedom of expression is
becoming infinitely far-reaching. The
explosion of the electronic media has made
it possible for people around the country to
communicate without government
inspection or controls. The flip side of
these boundless opportunities for
individual expression is that they come
with the threat of new censorship. On an
almost daily basis, conflicts between our
most cherished values and freedom of
speech arise. Degrees of value are imposed
upon speech as more and more cases are
bing decided based on a judges subjective
opinion of what is good and what is bad. In
FIRST AMENDMENT, FIRST
PRINCIPLES, attorney John Wirenius
explores these and other challenges to
freedom of speech. In his bold rethinking
of the concept of freedom of speech, he
examines the evolution of the current
understanding (and misunderstanding) of
the meaning of the First Amendment. What
Wirenius writes is at once a thorough,
scholarly examination of the body of law
surrounding free speech and a passionate
defense of how he feels the First
Amendment should be treated. Wirenius
reminds us that we must protect the First
Amendment in order for it to protect us.
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