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Navigational rights and freedoms have
been central to the development of the law
of the sea since the original debates over
whether the seas were open or closed to
maritime traffic. The 1982 UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea recognises the
legitimate rights of coastal states to
proclaim sovereignty and assert jurisdiction
over vast areas of maritime space. In
return, maritime states are given a range of
navigational rights over waters ranging
from the territorial sea through to the high
sea. The new regime of the law of the sea
created by the Convention presents an
opportunity to review developments in the
law of navigational rights and freedoms.
This book assesses the navigational regime
established by the 1982 Convention, with
emphasis given to the continuing
importance of the freedom of the seas.
Navigation in the territorial sea and
international straits is reviewed, especially
in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore,
and the Torres Strait. Archipelagic
navigation from the perspective of two
claimant states, Indonesia and the
Philippines, and a user state, South Korea,
is also considered. The interaction of
environmental concerns with navigational
rights is an important feature of the current
law of the sea regime with relevant
conventions assessed and the role of the
International Maritime Organization in
developing
navigational
standards
considered. Both European and Canadian
practice in the protection of sensitive
marine environments and the impact upon
navigational rights is also considered.
Finally, the roles of the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the
International Maritime Organization in
dispute resolution are reviewed, before a
concluding consideration of the future for
navigational rights and freedoms in the
twenty-first century.
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